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WHAT’S IN A LOGO? 

You might be surprised! 

A logo can say everything or it can say nothing. Corporations spend hundreds of thousands of pounds 
creating their brand identity - from fonts (typefaces) and shapes to carefully chosen colours.  These are 
the things that make your favourite brands recognisable on the shelf. Companies will also spend many 
more thousands on protecting their brand identity.  I recall the case of a cafe owner in Pitlochry who 
called his cafe ‘McDonalds’ after his own surname. The other larger McDonald chain took exception and 
forced him to change the name of his cafe.


As part of the revamp of our Church website, MSandFChurch.com, (have you viewed it yet by the way?) 
- we commissioned a new logo for the Church.  So, what does it say about us?


First the name “MS&F Church”. 

The full charity name for our church is “Montrose: South and Ferryden.  Always a little bit too much of a 
mouthful. “Montrose” because we are one of two Montrose Churches and “South and Ferryden” 
suggesting the geographical location of the Parish.  South and Ferryden Parish Church never made a lot 
of sense though.  So, in the course of time, we have become known simply as MS&F.  So, the logo 
simply spells it out “ms&f” with the added word “church” so folk know what it is all about.   In the full 
logo the charity name is added underneath in small type.  The font is Times New Roman simple, 
common and unfussy.   It is perhaps not the font I would have thought of but it works well while also 
being relatively easy to reproduce.


There is one graphical element - that of a dove with an olive branch in its beak. It is taken from the dove 
of the wind vane on the steeple of the Church in Ferryden.  It represents the dove that Noah sent from 
the Ark which came back with an olive twig. A sign to Noah that the waters over the earth were drying 
out and God had kept his promises. It does also represent the dove of the Holy Spirit hovering over our 
Church family.


Colour too is important. The colour palette (and that of the website) is derived from a photograph of new 
growth in a Ferryden field with a big sky of clouds above.  A typical Angus scene. The green is known as 
“Atlantis” and represents growth in the church both in terms of depth of faith and in terms of numerical 
growth.  Not just any growth though, the green is the vibrancy of new growth.  The blue is “San Juan” 
and is actually derived from the blue grey of the clouds.  We may long for the bright blue of cloudless 

skies and warm sunshine but it is the clouds that bring the refreshing rain that heralds growth.  It is 
perhaps a reminder that we also need to yield to the refreshing rain of the Holy Spirit in order to grow.  
The blue could equally be that of the sea bordering one side of the parish and of vital importance in the 
village of Ferryden, the town of Montrose and of course the harbour at the heart of our parish.  Grey 
where it is used (only on the Facebook profile picture at present) is “Gallery” also derived from the clouds 
of the sky.


All in all, the new logo is simple, effective and above all memorable.                                 Geoff Redmayne


http://MSandFChurch.com
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GOODBYE ALREADY? 

When I started my 12 month stint at MS&F Church, Ann and I were hoping that in a couple of months life 
would be getting back to normal, and that I could get on with a comparatively normal probation period.


Sadly, that hasn’t yet happened, although we do seem to be getting tantalisingly close to it – or at least 
dropping to Level 0, but nevertheless, my year with you has been very educational and we have all been 
learning about other forms of church – ministers, the hierarchy and congregations alike.


My probation placement officially ends on 30th June, with my final review the day before that, so I am not 
going to manage to meet many of you face-to-face, particularly without face masks getting in the way.  
But I have got to know a number of you through the Sunday morning Zoom coffee sessions.  Not the 
same as a physical meeting, but not bad in the circumstances.


I wanted to get experience of another type of congregation during my probation and also with the work 
you do around the Philos Hub.


What I got was most certainly a different way of “doing church” and different ways of worshipping – 
learning to “perform” in front of a camera, video editing, You-tube studio, Zoom Meetings, and how 
important dogs are to the MS&F congregation (and minister).


When I started with you, I was also the Interim Moderator for Stonehaven Carronside.  An achievement 
which you didn’t see was me getting my honourable discharge from that role at the beginning of June 
when a new minister was inducted there.


So, what next for me?  In my home presbytery of Kincardine and Deeside, the current minister of 
Maryculter Trinity is retiring at the end of July, so the plan is for me to be assigned there by presbytery, 
and simultaneously become their locum until such time as they find a new minister. 


However, with the recent developments at the General Assembly, their permission to call is withdrawn at 
the end of 2021. unless they can find a sole nominee to preach before then.  Between now and the end of 
next year the Presbytery Plan has to be revised for significantly fewer ministries – as does the Angus one, 
and as they are among the numerically smallest parishes in Kincardine and Deeside that will almost 
inevitably mean that there will have to be links or unions.


On the positive side, their church was refurbished and upgraded just a few years ago, becoming a really 
useful space that I will enjoy preaching in and using the facilities. 


My ordination is now scheduled for 15th July.  It will be at Maryculter Trinity since I will be serving there, 
and the moderator for my induction will be the current moderator of Presbytery – who is also the about-
to-retire minister of that church – so that should be a good evening.


I cannot sign-off from MS&F without saying how much I have appreciated your welcoming me into your 
local church family, and the encouragement that I have received from you all.  All the parishes that I have 
been at, firstly while “discerning” whether I was called to be a minister, then as a candidate, and now as a 
probationer. will remain dear to my heart, and I will watch how you get on. 


As we all know, the Church of Scotland is really quite small, so I am sure I will see at least some of you 
around.


I bless you all in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ – may God’s peace surround you.


David Galbraith


FREE OFFER?
Would you like the opportunity to just have a leisurely wander round the peace of the Inchbrayock Manse 
garden? 
Well you can. 
But, and there’s always a BUT, you will need to wear ear defenders, as the offer comes with a motorised 
lawn mower.  Sadly, the Kirk Session were too mean, or strapped for cash, to buy Geoff a sit-on, or a 
robot mower, in which case he probably wouldn’t be asking for help. 
This is actually a serious request for help as the garden is the size of a paddock, and takes up to 90 
minutes to cut every week at the moment. 

If interested in taking it on, or joining a rota, please contact Pete Cowan of Property or Alan  Fraser. 
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BACK TO CHURCH 
“When can we get back to Church?” is a question on many folks’ lips at the moment.  It is now 15 
months or so since we had to close the doors of the Church during the first lockdown.   We have been 
open already on every other Sunday afternoon but it is at a time and a style of service that might not 
suit everyone.  The main Sunday morning service is still pre-recorded and premiered on YouTube.  The 
dual approach caters for those who prefer not to come out yet, while providing for those who do wish to 
gather.


So to the opening question.  The truth is there is no easy answer as it is loaded with ‘depends’.  While 
unrestricted gatherings may be some time away we are working on moving forward and getting folk 
who wish to gather in the building together again.  


One of the key steps in that is the recent installation of live streaming equipment in the Church.  There 
are three elements to that.  Firstly a fast broadband connection in the Church so that we can effortlessly 
upload a live video feed.  Secondly the necessary equipment to video the service and thirdly the 
equipment to broadcast the service over the internet.  Two and three actually work together.  


DAVID – SINCERE THANKS, AND EVERY BLESSING. 

In one way, it seems as if David just arrived yesterday.  His year with us has 
gone so quickly.  In another way, he seems to be in with the bricks.  He has 
become such an important part of our congregation life.  


The last 18 months has brought all sorts of disappointments to many people 
and for David there must have been the disappointment of being on a 
placement when normal church activities were closed down.  But there have 
been new challenges, some of them urgent.  How could the church keep 
providing the congregation with a Sunday service? We now know the answer 
– a YouTube Service - but it has been a very steep learning curve.  David’s 
input has been crucial.  Everyone saw him upfront, providing helpful and 

thoughtful talks and prayers and doing lots of introductions but he also had the 
technical skills to put the services together.  He was involved with the Sunday in-

person services, Growing Young project, all Session business, the Alpha course, running a book club and 
more.  He has provided lots of inputs from his very considerable experience and has always been a very 
welcome participant.


So, thank you David, for all you’ve given us - and all while interim moderator at another church!  Your 
contributions have been very valuable and much valued.  You’ve been a good friend to the church and to 
us individually, and we look forward to that continuing.  We wish you every blessing as you take your next 
step in God’s service.


MS&F’s appreciation of David’s contribution was marked with a presentation to him at the service on June 
27th. 


Alan Fraser


David and Ann

Live Streaming equipment and camera
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So we now have two cameras at the back of the Church.  These are controlled from the technical desk 
through a nifty camera controller.  The point of focus can be changed as well as zoom in or out on a 
subject.  The video feeds from these go to another nifty little box which acts both as a vision mixer and 
an upload unit to the internet.   The video feed from the computer with song lyrics, Bibles readings and 
videos also goes to this box.   With this little box the operator chooses which feed is live and sets up the 
next feed to go as well.  The live output is then streamed to our YouTube channel.  All very clever and all 
very simple. 


Looking forward, what does it all mean in practice?  Quite simply, folk will be able to gather in the 
Church to worship and the same service will be broadcast live over our YouTube channel for other 
members to watch at home if that is their wish.  Whether gathered in person or watching at home we will 
all be on the same page.


Just one small point.  We are likely to need to expand our technical team with extra equipment on the 
desk to operate.  If this is something you might like to do or if you know someone who fancies their 
chance as a broadcast engineer - it could be a role for someone looking to do a Duke of Edinburgh 
award as it would count as community service - then please do get in touch with me.


That is just one step towards opening up for regular worship.  I need to work out what form the service 
will take and with others how we deliver a musical worship lead, all of this while still adhering to all the 
relevant protocols.  There are also risk assessments to write (and be approved) for opening up the 
balcony, live music and congregational singing.  We will get there though, so watch this space.  
Meanwhile tune into YouTube on a Sunday morning and you will find us at “MS&F Church”.


Geoff Redmayne

Thanks to Paul Brown for creating a second ‘sound desk from a spare pew seat.


PAYBACK 
The most unlikely fairy godmother has to be burly Kevin of  Angus Council Criminal Justice service.

As leader of the Community Payback Team he is responsible for ensuring that young criminals  
sentenced to Community Service as part of their convictions do actually carry out useful work within 
our community as their form of atonement.

In the process, he teaches them some basic skills such as decorating and gardening.


Thanks to Geoff’s contacts with Criminal Justice (anything you need to tell us, Geoff?), I first met Kevin 
before the first lockdown, when, with a rotating group of four or five youths, he set about the 
redecoration of the Melville Room.  Before the actual application of paint to walls and cupboards could 
begin, a lot of sanding, filling and burning off of decades of chipped paint took place under Kevin’s 
watchful eye and instruction.  Lockdown put work on hold for several months, though Kevin continued 
alone for two or three weeks before finally being furloughed.


Eventually, after the stops and starts of the past year, the job was successfully completed, and then on 
14 June 2021 he returned, now  with a socially distanced team of ONE person, who was rotated each 
visit. 

Their first task is to repair the hazardous uneven slabs just outside the Hub’s entrance doors. 
Extending this remit, his plan is to scrape away the soil on either side of the slabs, lay a weed 
suppressant matting to be covered by stones, making the area  more user friendly, with less labour 
intensive weeding to look forward to.

In addition the slab with a large bite out of one corner has finally been replaced courtesy of Geoff, with 
Andrew Redmayne providing the muscle.


Concurrently with this job, the team is sanding down and repairing the old yellow paintwork of the 
vestibule and upper corridor  prior to applying a new, less shiny lighter topcoat.


Once done, they will move on to other projects, leaving MS&F to complete the stairwell and lower 
corridor  outside the Braoch Room. Thanks Kevin.                                                                         DC


WANTED - WINDOW CLEANER
After many years of grime and bird droppings, as well as the latest craze of the school kids of throwing 
large wet lumps of tissue paper which stick very well on the Wilson Hall windows, we now urgently 
require a window cleaner.
Melville South members! 
Whom did you employ in past years, as I have had no success persuading my window cleaner to take 
over the job?
Otherwise, anyone in Property team with abseiling experience?
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NEW PUP ON THE BLOCK

A few days before my 70th Birthday last December, a phone call came through from Guide Dogs Scotland to tell me they 
thought they had found a suitable new dog for me.  After the long wait from Oyster’s well earned retirement then the 
Covid-19 restrictions, I was thrilled with the news.

Within a day or two, I was visited by two Guide Dog trainers who brought a lovely three-year-old yellow 
Labrador/retriever cross called Amber.   A video of us walking together satisfied the selection team in Forfar, 
that she and I would likely be able to work together.

After that, Amber was brought to me, to allow us to enjoy an 
overnight stay together. 

Sadly, due to Lockdown, training did not begin until  after the May 
Day holiday,  but I was just thrilled to be allowed the opportunity to 
train her from home.
Dogs are always very well assessed and trained before they are 
matched with someone with sight loss.   They are taught to sit, or 
stand, at down-kerbs, to put their two front paws on the up-kerb 
once the road is crossed, so that the person being guided does not 
trip.  The dog stands at the top of a flight of stairs going down and at 
the foot of stairs going up to indicate a hazard.   Amber was also 
taught how to avoid obstacles like lamp posts and street furniture 
and how to find specific shops such as a supermarket, chemist or 
clothes shop.   She was taught not to eat food dropped on the 
ground and to take her food when told to do so by three blasts on 
the whistle.  She can have water whenever she wants.
It was cold weather for most of May but I didn't really mind as I was 
so happy to have a dog both as a guide and wonderful companion.
I will admit to a little apprehension.   Would I remember where the 
places were that I used to go to with Oyster?   Would I be confident 
about going out after such a long time at home?   I was longing for 
our training to be a success and for Amber to feel settled and secure 
after waiting for so long to be allocated to her first owner.  
Amber has not disappointed - she is an excellent guide with a lovely 

temperament.   She's all, and more, than I could have wished - a little guiding star with a light gold fur coat 
and ears that feel like velvet!  Her tail never stops wagging.
When training, I have to follow her movements very carefully to give her time and opportunity to avoid 
obstacles on the street, and allow her to locate the crossing poles for me.   She began to learn how to find 
shops, take me in and up to the counter so I could get help from a shop assistant.   She learned how to take 
me into a cafe without disturbing other diners and to sit under the table at my feet so she would not be tripped 
over.
An important part of Amber's training has been learning not to be distracted by other dogs in the street, even 
when they are barking or growling.   This can be especially difficult when the dog owner does not have the 
dog on a lead.  I encourage her to go straight on and ignore the other dogs. 
My trainer, Kate, has been really kind and patient and we get on like a house on fire.  

After a week had gone by, she downloaded an App to my IPHONE called ‘Sound Scape’ - a talking Satnav for 
blind people, developed by Microsoft.  I had to buy a set of Aftershokz Aeropex bone conductive 
headphones.   These sit behind the ears, with the front piece resting against each cheek, rather than being 
positioned inside the ear, as in-ear headphones would be dangerous for me to use as they would blot out the 
sound of the traffic and what's going on around me.   The talking satnav tells me the name of the street I am 
on, which street is going to my right, and left, as well as the names of some of the shops.   It also tells me 
when I am approaching a pedestrian crossing or bus stop.  I do not yet know how to use it to set beacons or 
markers, so I cannot yet benefit fully from it but, now that my training has officially finished, I'll be able to 
investigate its potential.
Before, I had to count the number of roads I needed to cross before reaching my house safely.  Now, it is as 
if, for the first time, I was a sighted person and could read the road signs.   I never knew just how much 
information I was missing!   What a fantastic facility it is to enjoy such an enhanced environmental 
experience.   This is definitely the best age in which to have sight loss when technology can be such a help.  
Mind you, I don't always sing the praises of technology as many of my friends can testify to, when my 
computer breaks down, which is, fortunately, not very often!

Finally, I want to thank my friends for all their support and prayers, especially during these last 15 months of 
lockdown and restrictions - for Di who took me out for a walk regularly, for friends who kept in touch by phone 
and for Edith who comes faithfully each week to deliver the church service on CD so I can enjoy worshipping 
each week.  
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I also want to say thanks to Anne Tulley, Jan 
(Di’s cousin) Rosemary and Di - who have taken 
me and Amber out at weekends when the 
trainers could not come.   Thanks to Meg and 
Pete, too, for allowing me to come and pay them 
a visit or two so that I could meet their gorgeous 
labradoodle, Maisy - or our Maiz - as I call her!  I 
have always felt much loved, and supported, by 
my friends from MSandF church.   I know life 
would have been much harder for me without 
your love and prayers.   It is lovely to have Di’s 
dog Silky as a friend.  Thanks to Chris and Paul 
who have shopped for me and done lots of little 
jobs in and around the house. 
Thanks, also, to Elizabeth Anderson for her 
contact and practical offers of help.
A big thanks to Anne and Iain MacDonald who 

have filled in a large hole near to my garden 
fence which could have been dangerous for Amber and me.   Iain took a great deal of time and trouble to get 
the materials needed to do the work, which the Housing Association had stated was my responsibility.   In 
addition, he dealt with an infestation of ants in the garden.
Finally, and crucially, is the Poop Scoop rota of friends, Anne MacD, Di and Jan who very kindly clear the 
garden for us each day.

I know I owe all you friends a debt I can never repay.   Binnie Taylor 

INCLUSION IN THE CHURCH 

This article is written in Tiresias LP Font - designed for the Sightloss Friendly Church(part of the 
Torch Trust) specifically to help the reading of people with sight limitations. 

A few weeks ago Di Millar stood in for the Communications Team and attended a virtual Zoom 
session organised by the Sightloss Friendly Church, which was focused on making our documents 
more accessible to our visually impaired members. 

Recommendations from the Zoom session for us in the Bridge team include - 

Use their specially designed Tiresias font. 
Use a larger font - 17, 20, 25 and even 30 point. 
For comparison, this edition of Bridge has been published in Helvetica Neue, 10 point, with spacing of 1.0 
Prepare to use  BOLD more often 
Avoid two or three columns. 
Remove excess areas of blank space 
Line spacing should be at least 1.5 - single 

This edition has reverted to a single column from the previous mix of single and double columns. 
In addition, use of boxes will be reduced, as will the habit of dividing articles between two pages, 
unless the pages are facing each other. 

To use the Tiresias Font in 17 point would mean that David’s “Farewell”article would fill three 
pages rather than one. So it will be more practical for us to print an ample number of  copies ‘in-
house’ of a larger format Bridge for our more sight impaired members, while the Print Shop 
produces our regular issues. 

If you would like a larger print issue, please contact Douglas or Edith, or any elder. 

Previous improvements over the years for members with sensory limitations have included microphones, 
and speaker systems, the Hearing loop system, service sheets, projection of music words, Braille sheets 
and of course access for guide dogs like Amber.

Less evident has been the recently improved lighting in the Sanctuary, result of a combination of Harry 
Smart’s photo lighting expertise, and Pete Cowan’s rock climbing talents as they both scrambled around in 
the roof space, which is now also fully insulated thanks again  to Pete’s efforts.


DC
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 ‘WELL EQUIPPED SPACES IN THE RIGHT PLACES’

On 26 June members of the Kirk Session held a half day ZOOM online conference to address the thorny 
issue of the future of our buildings in Ferryden - both the Church Hall and the Church building in Church 
Road . This has been the elephant in the room for the past few years.

Before the Union of our two churches, it was agreed that the new MS&F Church would have a presence 
or footprint on both sides of the River Southesk.  With the refurbishment of the Philos Community Hub in 
Castle Street well on the way to completion, it is now time to turn our attention to the Ferryden buildings.

This has become all the more urgent due to two new directives from the General Assembly.  There is 
considerable financial pressure on both the maintenance of ministries and buildings. 

This year’s General Assembly agreed to an upper limit of 600 ministries throughout Scotland with an 
allowance of 10% to allow for vacant charges.  This represents an overall reduction of 40% over the 
number of FTE’s (Full Time Equivalent - Ministers, Youth Workers, Parish Workers) in current Presbytery 
plans.  Alongside this is a need to reduce the large costs involved in maintenance of our generally elderly 
and  difficult to  maintain building stock.

   Presbyteries will be required to grade all properties within their bounds into 
one of two categories.  Buildings to be sold or otherwise disposed of and 
those to be retained beyond five years from the start of the plan. This work 
along with the number of FTE posts to be completed by December 2022.

Our discussions and prayers on Saturday were partly guided by the draft 
document “Presbytery Buildings Toolkit” which will soon be available in its 
final form.  This guide for Presbyteries and congregations adopts the 
mantra ‘Well Equipped Spaces in the Right Places’. It is intended to guide 
our attention towards realistic priorities. This is a painful business as we all 
feel great emotional attachment to our own church buildings.

In small groups we were tasked with comparing and contrasting the two 
sites against the following standards set by the Toolkit.

Standards for churches and halls.
Does the building have a visible on-street presence
Is the building wind and watertight?

Is the building safe to use?
Are the maintenance and repair costs realistic and sustainable by the congregation?
Is the building secure?
Is the building accessible? This includes 
- Disabled access
- Car parking and ease of dropping off of passengers.
- Convenient to public transport routes
- Adequate external lighting 
- Is it user friendly, warm and friendly and to a modern standard

Does the building have adequate facilities
- Heating
- Toilets
- Kitchen facilities
- Lighting
- Audio- visual (AV) facilities

Does the building offer flexibility of use of space?
Is there an option to increase the available space?

It is immediately apparent that neither of our buildings score highly on the accessibility front, particularly 
with the church being up a hill, on a side street, barely visible from the main road, with only six parking 
places for the less mobile.  Ferryden Church Hall is in the centre of old Ferryden village, with better 
footfall past it, but it has very poor dedicated disabled, limited access to parking, and would require some 
considerable building work to increase its footprint.

We already have a viable development plan for the Church building, so it has been agreed that a small 
working group consisting of Geoff Redmayne, Mike Close and Pete Cowan would explore the options in 
developing the Hall site as a modern multi-use place of worship and community resource.  
This will allow the Kirk Session and congregation to compare and contrast before any decisions are 
made.           GR/DC

Now go to pages 10-11 to read  how the villagers of Ferryden managed their buildings issues back  in the 
nineteenth century.
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WAYS OF GIVING TO THE CHURCH 

We can give to the church by devoting our time, our talents and our money. All of these are greatly 
appreciated and all are greatly needed. Many of our congregation make a huge contribution to the 
functioning of the church, to the upkeep of property and to the running of our organisations which aid all 
sectors of the local community. This short article focuses solely on how to give financially but if you wish to 
give of your time or talents please just ask how you can help our church. Don’t just ask what the church can 
do for you but what you can do for the church.


There are a number of ways you can support the church financially. Clearly Covid restrictions have had an 
adverse effect on some of these. When we can attend a church service, we can simply put cash or a 
cheque into what is called the Open Plate during the collection of offerings. Or we can use the Weekly 
Freewill Offerings (WFO) envelopes. These have the advantage of being private as nobody sees what you 
put into the envelope during the collection. They also have the advantage of being credited with Gift Aid 
should you so wish. The envelopes are numbered and a record is kept of the contributions in each 
numbered envelope. Those counting the offerings only see a number and not a name so again privacy is 
maintained. Obviously, these methods are not so easy with online services! Some have either posted their 
offerings to the treasurer or simply put them through his letterbox. These offerings are all carefully recorded. 
For those who use crossed cheques, please note that the name of the church bank account is Montrose 
South & Ferryden Church and not MS&F Church.


Probably the best way of giving is to ask your bank to set up a Standing Order (monthly) payment to the 
church. It is confidential and the amount is up to you and can be changed any time you wish. Standing 
Orders can also be Gift Aided. With the closure of churches during Covid restrictions our finances would 
have been in a very bad way if it hadn’t been for the Standing Orders which have thankfully continued to be 
paid to the church. These were mostly set up following our Stewardship Programme in 2019.


Some of our congregation now make use of electronic banking and give via BACS payments. For both 
Standing Orders and BACS payments you will need the church bank account name, number and sort code. 


If you pay income tax you can Gift Aid your offerings and if you do so then for each £1 you give, the 
Government refunds 25p to us. So, if you give £20 the church actually gets £25. Over time this mounts up. 
In 2019 our total Gift Aid tax refund was over £12,000 and even in 2020 it was over £9,000. 


Our treasurer recently attended a Church of Scotland Stewardship webinar about other ways of giving. 
These involve the use of electronic bank card reading devices all of which demand an ongoing fee to be 
paid by the church. As yet we are not convinced that introducing such means would be cost effective, but 
we are open to persuasion.


We should also mention that it is possible to leave a legacy to the church.


For details of the church bank account or for Standing Order forms and Gift Aid declaration forms, 
or if you wish to ask any questions about giving to the church please contact our treasurer Allan 
Duncan on 01674 678086 or by email a.g.duncan@abdn.ac.uk


TIME AND TALENTS
As Allan said above, ’We can give to the church by devoting our time, our talents and our money.’  Can I 
perhaps single out for thanks two of the many church volunteers who have given of their time?
Throughout Lockdown, and the various easing, Muriel Murray (and John) have diligently put out the waste 
and recycling bins, when they have often been laden with tradesmen’s waste materials.

Another unsung hero was Dennis Baillie who went across to the halls early every weekday morning to switch 
on all the heaters about two hours before various meetings.  At least lockdown has meant that he could get a 
longer lie-in.  Why didn’t you tell us about plug-in timers earlier Dennis?

mailto:a.g.duncan@abdn.ac.uk
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TOMMY EASTON - Born 24th April 1945 – Died 28th March 2021 

Tommy was born in Ferryden and Ferryden was to play a very large part in his life with many memories 
and interests which he loved to share.  He began his working life as an apprentice pattern maker at 
Montrose Foundry.  Later he received the opportunity to work at Arbuthnot’s boat builders and this 
became the job which was to forge out a large a part of his career.  Later he moved to Joseph Johnston, 
working as a boat builder. The evidence for Tommy’s work as a highly skilled craftsman became 
available for many folks to witness thanks to a short piece of film made in the workshop which he was 
delighted to show to a variety of groups within the community. 


Tommy and Christine met one another in the early stages of their teen 
years at Knox’s United Free Church youth club in Montrose and there 
began a courtship which would lead to their marriage in the year 1970, 
and later to family life with the birth of their daughters Victoria and 
Catriona. As the years progressed, he took great delight in becoming a 
grandfather to all seven of his grandchildren.


Tommy was a fine Christian man whose service within the Church was 
greatly appreciated, knowledgeable in many aspects of its work as a 
serving elder; and with a quiet dignity, he walked through life as a man of 
faith. Tommy was also known and respected within our community where 
he gave much of his spare time.  For thirty years he was active in the 
Coastguard Service.  Other involvements included Ferryden Community 
Council, local bowling clubs and Montrose Probus Club, and within all of 
those organisations he made many friendships.  As a loving and caring 

husband, father, grandfather, faithful brother in Christ, he is greatly missed. 
Tommy was born in Ferryden and Ferryden was to play a very large part in his life with many memories 
and interests which he loved to share.  He began his working life as an apprentice pattern maker at 
Montrose Foundry.  Later he received the opportunity to work at Arbuthnot’s boat builders and this 
became the job which was to forge out a large a part of his career.  Later he moved to Joseph Johnston, 
working as a boat builder.  The evidence for Tommy’s work as a highly skilled craftsman became 
available for many folks to witness thanks to a short piece of film made in the workshop which he was 
delighted to show to a variety of groups within the community. 


Tommy and Christine met one another in the early stages of their teen years at Knox’s United Free 
Church youth club in Montrose and there began a courtship which would lead to their marriage in the 
year 1970, and later to family life with the birth of their daughters Victoria and Catriona. As the years 
progressed, he took great delight in becoming a grandfather to all seven of his grandchildren.


Tommy was a fine Christian man whose service within the Church was greatly appreciated, 
knowledgeable in many aspects of its work as a serving elder; and with a quiet dignity, he walked 

through life as a man of faith. Tommy was also known and respected within our community where he 
gave much of his spare time.  For thirty years he was active in the Coastguard Service.  Other 

involvements included Ferryden Community Council, local bowling clubs and Montrose Probus Club, 
and within all of those organisations he made many friendships.  As a loving and caring husband, 

Father, Grandfather, faithful brother in Christ, he is greatly missed. 	 	 	 	 	
	 Rev. Graeme Bruce


HISTORY OF THE CHURCH IN FERRYDEN 

Tommy was also a keen local historian, researching the origins of Inchbrayock Parish Church, now part 
of MS&F Church.  A summary is reproduced below, with Christine’s approval.


The Inchbraock Pictish Stone


 The stone, seen overleaf, was carved around 900 AD.  It was found in 1849 in 
the kirkyard of St Braoch's Church.  We know there was a church there in 1243.  
There are also records of churches at Usan in 575 AD, and Boddin in 750 AD.  
Different churches have come and gone but there has been a continuous 
Christian presence for over 1500 years. 


Inchbrayock Church - Ferryden 

Situated in Church Road Ferryden, Inchbrayock is the local Church of Scotland 
Parish Church of this historic fishing village.  It was originally built in the Gothic 
style as a Free Church in 1843, but later became a Church of Scotland building 
when the Free Church congregation re- united with the national church. 
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WHAT IS IT LIKE PLANNING A COVID SAFE HOLIDAY CLUB?

 

When raising the subject of running a Holiday Club in the midst of a global pandemic it is safe to say 
the initial response would be “are you mad?”  The short answer is, NO, but however attempting to plan 
such a club during a time where the restrictions on whom we can meet, where we can go and what we 
can do is constantly changing from day to day is not an easy undertaking.  In ‘normal’ times, the team 
would decide a date, a theme and programme; now there are many, many more things to think about 
and plan around.  For instance, registration for the adults, not just the children (Track and Trace), the 
requirement for face coverings to be worn, hand sanitising, social distancing, ventilation, shared touch 
points, shared equipment, COVID Risk Assessment as well as standard risk assessment.  These are 
just a few of the things we have had to take into consideration on top of the immense task of arranging 
the club to begin with.


Initially we were thinking we would have to hold the club outside 
in its entirety, but the restrictions have eased and it is now 
possible to hold the club indoors.  However this has prompted a 
discussion around creating a safe outdoor area at the side of 
the hall which we still hope to use for aspects of the club.


Whilst COVID has thrown many obstacles in our way and made 
everything a lot more difficult, this is God’s work and he will not 
forsake us.   There is a lot to do to enable us to hold this year’s 

club, but every drop of energy is worth it when you see the 
enjoyment in the faces of the kids who attend and that is certainly a big enough reward.


Finally, can you guess what the theme is going to be this year?


Jamie Livingston


Rev. Dr. James Brewster 

On the north wall of Inchbrayock Parish Church there is a simple, barely noticed white plaque, which 
celebrates the life of the Rev. Dr. James Brewster, minister for 43 years initially of Craig Parish Church 
of Scotland, and latterly of Ferryden Free Church. 

Before 1843, Ferryden had no church.  The people were expected to walk two miles up to Craig Parish 
Church, which they were loath to do. 

Dr. Brewster, who had become the minister of Craig Church in 1804, came to the villagers to try to 
persuade them to come to church but was met with excuses such as, the men had work to do on their 
boats and the women had no church clothes. 

He persevered by preaching outdoors and in sheds until he was able to fit out a small cottage in 
Rossie Square (later called the Bethel) as a meeting place for his sermons, which then did become well 
attended. 

This continued until 1843 when the Disruption at the General Assembly took place with 450 ministers 
leaving the Established Church to form the Free Church of Scotland.  This was a reaction to the system 
of patronage, then current, whereby the Laird of the land where the church was situated, (in this case 
Horatio Ross of Rossie Castle, Godson of Admiral Horatio Nelson) could appoint a minister, no matter 
what the congregation thought of him. 

Dr Brewster was one of those who walked out in faith, giving up his church, manse and living at Craig 
Parish, and moved to Ferryden village. 

A new church was built for the Free Church up Usan Road on ground belonging to Usan estate, but 
when it was discovered that, on Dr Brewster’s death, the ground plus the building would return to the 
estate, the villagers were given another piece of ground by Horatio Ross. 

The church building was dismantled and rebuilt at its present location at a cost of £600. This was paid 
for by the fishermen, who gave a share of their catch to the church. 

The original single storey building was built of Scurdie rock, quarried from the Scurdieness foreshore. 
During the tenure of the Rev. George Williams, (1893 – 1900) the walls were heightened, with 
sandstone being used. 

This can be clearly seen when looking at the west elevation of the building from the end of Eskview 
Terrace. 

Finally, when the Rev Evan McDonald Ross was minister (1909 to 1915) three supporting girders were 
removed and replaced with two girders salvaged from the collapsed Tay Rail Bridge.  These have 
supported the roof and the north and south walls until the present- day. 


Tommy Easton
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HOWDY PARTNERS 
The great news is that MS&F Church are 
planning to hold a holiday club again this 
summer at the Ferryden Hall. For our theme we 
are returning to the Wild West for lots of fun and 
games and stories about people who met Jesus.


We are working hard to make sure that 
everything is done in a Covid secure way and 
that means we will have to reduce our usual 
numbers and have a much smaller club this 
year.  

As a result we are going to increase the age at 
which children can register and only take the 
older ones this year; from those going into 

Primary 4 to those about to leave Primary 7. 


Sorry if this is a disappointment!


The club is planned to run during the last week of the school holidays from Monday 2nd - Friday 6th 
August, from 10am - 12noon, and, as usual, is free of charge.


Spaces are likely to be in big demand so if you would like to apply to come, then please contact


msfholidayclub@gmail.com as soon as possible to request a registration form.


Or you can phone Edith Fraser on 07909336347 for one.


Hope you can join us - The Holiday Team.                                                                       Jamie Livingston


OUTSIDE HALL PREPARATIONS 
In preparation for the Holiday Club the Property and Mission Teams have been granted funds by the 
Kirk Session to carry out a major clean up of our grounds at the west side of Ferryden Hall - an area 
which is in fact approximately equal in size to the floor space of the hall.. 
 
Currently there are two main parts to this- 
- the area to the south end has a smooth concrete surface that is in good condition apart from a few 
weeds.  Part of this is covered by thick rubber matting which is perished and  needs to be lifted and 
removed in a skip.  The second area- which is all the rest of the ground, is fairly rough with a surface of 
rubble. Generally the area is level(ish),  but full of weeds, which will require a specialist weedkiller.

Then the surface will be levelled and covered with a layer of a mixture of fine and coarse gravel, which 
can then be packed to make a smooth safe surface. 
Both areas will then be covered by an artificial grass or similar. 
Also a short fence will be required to provide protection near the gate where there is a change of 
levels- to save anyone falling.

 
For the Holiday Club, it is hoped to install a tarpaulin canopy over the southern area, with open sides, 
to give some outdoor space with rain protection. 
 
The property and mission teams would like to proceed with this, using exclusively church volunteer 
labour, so please sign up to help.

  
Once this area is developed into a safe and useable space it will be available for use by all Hall users 
and will likely become a considerable asset.


DATES TO REMEMBER

Summer Holiday Club - August 2 - 6

Proposed full reopening of church services - August 15

mailto:msfholidayclub@gmail.com

